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Figure 1. Landfill history of Tokyo Bay after modernization

Ecosystem and Natural Environment of the Tokyo Bay

Keita Furukawa, Dr. Association for Shore Environment Creation

Tokyo Bay is one of the most important social and economic centers in Japan, with 30
million people living in the watershed area, 30% of Japan'’s industrial production, and many
international ports located in the bay. In the Edo era (1603-1867), Tokyo Bay was utilized
as a center for fishing, commerce, food, recreation, and prayer, as “Edo-mae” culture,
while maintaining a high productivity and rich biodiversity of the ecosystem. After
experiencing modernization, two world wars, and the Great Kanto Earthauake, the Tokyo
bay area experienced rapid economic development, but at the cost of its natural
environment and ecosystem deterioration in the 1960s. The major causes are changes in
the coastal topography due to landfills and changes in the water cycle due to urban
development. Full-scale environmental management of Tokyo Bay was strengthened with
the enactment of the Water Pollution Control Law in 1970 and the start of the Total
Pollutant Load Control System in 1979 reduced the load on the bay’s water quality. In the
1990s, however, the degradation of the ecosystem did not recover, and the need for
comprehensive and drastic measures increased in 2000s. In 2003, the action plan for the
revitalization of Tokyo Bay was formulated, and the comprehensive revitalization of Tokyo
Bay started followed by revision in 2013 and 2023. The activities for the conservation and
restoration of the ecosystem co-production with stakeholders have only just begun.



